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Forest School Overview – Year 2
All sessions will begin with an active risk assessment completed by leader and then with children during Introduction. Each session will incorporate approximately 20-30 minutes free exploring time where child-led learning is encouraged. At the end of every session a forest school certificate will be awarded to at least 1 child.
	Topic - Minibeasts
	Intent: Children to develop understanding of minibeasts
I can find minibeasts and observe them respectfully
I can describe how minibeasts look
I can explain how minibeasts have and use their specific features

	Intro – Forest School Expectations, Prior experiences, what have they/they would like to do at forest school? What minibeasts do you know? Can you name them? What do they look like?
Active – Creepy Crawlies (a.k.a Granny’s Footsteps) – Use item e.g. cone. Have one child in front of the cone facing away. All children given a starting point and must travel while the person has their back turned. If they turn around all other children must stay still. If seen moving, sent back to the starting line. Game continues until a child successfully reaches the item. Successful child then becomes new spotter. 
Plastic Minibeasts Hunt – Children to find hidden Minibeasts around the site (hidden by leader). Collect one minibeast at a time and return to pot. Can they find them all?
Skill – Identification – Each child given 1 plastic minibeast each. Leader to call out different features about the minibeasts e.g., Colour? Get into colour groups. does your minibeast have wings? Yes stand over there, No stand over here. Compare the minibeasts in each group. Does your minibeast have 6 or more legs? Yes / No, Compare. Type of minibeasts?
Can they name all of them?
Main – Minibeast Hunting – can the children search the area using magnifying glasses and bug pots to find minibeasts. Can they match their minibeast to the ID sheet? Put the minibeast back once you’ve studied it and return its home to how you found it.
Mindfulness – Close eyes and imagine you are a minibeast. What minibeast are you? Look at your body, how has it changed? Feel how you now move how has it changed? You are a lot smaller than when you were a human, what can you now see? What can you now hear? Do you have any abilities you didn’t have as a human? Can you now fly? Dig? Hide? Open eyes and share experiences. 
Free Exploring Suggestions – Tree climbing if appropriate, Bird Watching, Chalk Minibeast Drawings, 
Debrief – Read mad about minibeasts first page, select a handful of insects to read about (maybe re-cap ones that they found) and finish with the last page. 

	Whole Child Development:
Observation, Problem Solving, Determination, Empathy
	Vocabulary:
Identification, Magnify, Features - Wings, Antenna, Legs 
	Risks Identified:
Contact with harmful plants/ insects, Lifting heavy items, running on uneven grounds.

	Impact: 
Children can identify, observe and describe different types of minibeasts. 
	Equipment: 
Plastic Bugs, Bug Pots, Magnifying glasses, ID sheets, Chalk, Binoculars

	Differentiation:

Reception: Children may have enough to do just finding minibeasts so identification may be too much.
KS2: Children take responsibility for hiding the plastic minibeasts and then for finding them afterwards! Minibeast hunting – Children can make a habitat for minibeasts found, thinking about their natural habitat.
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