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Forest School Overview – Year 4
All sessions will begin with an active risk assessment completed by leader and then with children during Introduction. Each session will incorporate approximately 20-30 minutes free exploring time where child-led learning is encouraged. At the end of every session a forest school certificate will be awarded to at least 1 child.
	Topic - Habitats
	Intent:  Identify and develop habitats at forest school site
I can identify insects and animals at the forest school site
I can describe some habitats that wildlife live in
I can explain why the insect/ animal is suited to their habitat

	Intro – What is a habitat? Do different habitats have different purposes?  Discuss 
Match up Animal Name, picture and name of habitat. Why do some animals not have a specific name for their habitat?  Because they move from place to place and don’t have a set home.
Active – Habitat Hunt around the site. Children to be offered binoculars and magnifying glasses. Regroup and discuss findings – what evidence is there for habitats on the site? Can we/ How do we identify possible wildlife living on site?
Skill – Bug Hunting – children given bug pots, identification sheets and magnifying glasses. Reminder to return habitats and insects as found. 
Animal Tracking – can we track the evidence or behaviour of wildlife. Observe footprints or markings around. Observe the behaviour of wildlife – do birds return to similar trees/ areas? Do insects hide in the same area? 
Main – Build your own habitat – choose an animal to care for – what habitat would they need? Use habitat inspiration sheet for help if needed.
Mindfulness – Nature Yoga – Using nature yoga cards can the children make their bodies into the shape or movement to represent wildlife. Can the children create their own movement/ balance?
Debrief – Show and tell habitats, what else can you do at school/ home to help wildlife?

	Whole Child Development:
Empathy, Problem Solving, Creativity, Communication
	Vocabulary:
Habitat, Evidence, Characteristic/ Feature, Identification
	Risks Identified:
Contact with harmful plants/ wildlife, travelling around on uneven grounds, lifting logs etc.

	Impact: 
Children to gain an understanding of the world around them and how they can help wildlife
	Equipment: 
Habitat Match up Sheets, Magnifying glasses, Binoculars, Bug Pots, Bug & Bird ID Sheets, Animal Tracking Sheets, Nature yoga cards

	Differentiation:

Reception: The matching cards are colour coded to help with this activity. Animal Tracks are hard to spot so children could try and copy a track from the sheet instead. Hedgehog homes are piles of leaves, rabbits live in holes.
KS1:  The matching cards are colour coded to help with this activity.  Animal Tracks are hard to spot so children could try and copy a track from the sheet instead.
Upper KS2: Do the children know the names of any animal homes before being given the matching cards? Animal Tracking – children could try to draw tracks they find. Can they work together to create a school bug hotel?
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